CHUCK JESSUP – Lead Driver – NTI Racing Camaro 
Birth Date: 

Birth Place: 


Residence:
January 26, 1954
Pendleton, Oregon, U.S.A.
Birch Bay, Washington, U.S.A.
Marital Status: 
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Married to

Jason and Darryn

NTI Racing / Chevrolet Camaro 

Lois Lindgarrd




(Improved Touring E)

Web Address:
Email:



Phone:
TMI-America.com
ck.jessup@yahoo.com
360-656-5422
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2005 Oregon Region SCCA Race

Personal Information/Experience
I graduated in 1979 with a BS degree in Computer Science and a minor in Business Management from the University of Oregon in Eugene, OR.  I also hold an AA in Art and an AS in Science from Mt Hood Community College and attended Oregon College of Education for a year.
I retired from Qwest Information Technologies, in 2004, after 25 years as a Software Engineer/Project Manager in Seattle, WA.  During this chapter in my life I also obtained a private pilot license which included several hours in a flight simulator.  Likewise, I taught computer science night classes at Griffin Business College in Seattle, WA and I have developed many “on the job training” (OJT) packages and presented instructional classes in house for US West Communications and Qwest IT.
Besides having managed and coached several youth Little League baseball teams while my sons were growing up, I have also enjoyed volunteering for at least six years during my racing career as a High Performance Driving School instructor within the ranks of ICSSC, time permitting.  In this role I have helped drivers of all ages, from young enthusiasts to police and emergency responders to race driver candidates, improve their driving skills.  In the world of High Performance Driving we often employ the use of in car instruction, data acquisition, and driving simulators to sharpen applicable skills.  Beyond that I have been the Editor for a Team Continental race club monthly news letter, The Tell Tale, and Web Master for the Oregon Region SCCA’s web site.  
I am currently majority owner of a small business located in Blaine/Birch Bay, WA, TMI-America.com, which I have been nursing to life in my spare time.  As a Service Provisioning, Project Management, Consultation, and Business Training firm we assist others in their own small business start-up efforts while applying Continuous Improvement Processes as the foundation to small business development.  You can see a few of our videos by going to YouTube.com and searching for TMIAmerica.
I like to spend time with my wife, Lois, my other friends, relatives, and associates and enjoy hiking, investing in the stock market (to help pay for my expensive driving exploits), skiing in the winter, billiards, working out at Whatcom Fitness, exploring new places, and traveling whenever we get a chance.  

Race Driving History
I started racing a bit late in life at the age of 43, in 1997, while developing and racing my 1995 Camaro in 18 different Solo II /Autocross events (an awesome way to learn your driving skills and the ultimate in control).  I placed 3rd at the SCCA Seattle National Tour that year in E Street Prepared and attended the 25th annual Tire Rack SCCA National Championship Solo II event in Topeka Kansas.

In 1998 I stepped up the pace by racing in the Northwest Region SCCA Solo I (Time Trials) Improved Touring S class where I gathered enough points to claim the class championship that year.  Before the season was finished I was also road racing in the International Conference of Sports Car Clubs (ICSCC) as a Novice and Area level driver completing six races in SCCA Solo I, six ICSCC Novice road races, and two more ICSCC Area level road races along with one SCCA Pro Solo II event and a couple more SCCA Solo II events for good measure.  I ran races as far north as Mission, B.C. and as far south as Port Orford, Oregon including races in Bremerton and Seattle Washington and Portland, Oregon.  I gathered five wins, two 2nd place, and one 3rd place finishes that season for a total of 8 podium finishes in 20 events.

By 1999 I had advanced to National/International level driving and continued to road race in the ICSCC Super Production Over 3.0 liters (SPO) road racing class while running in several more SCCA Solo I and Solo II events to remain sharp.  I nearly won the SPO class championship that season but was knocked out of the hunt when my left front tire flew off during one critical race that season at Portland International Raceway.  The resulting off track excursion and dry grass car fire caused just enough damage to force a missed race and a 2nd over all in the SPO class rankings.  I finished out the season that year with five 1st place finishes, four 2nd places, and two more 3rd places (11 podiums of the 13 events he ran at).

In 2000 I focused my attention on more road racing in the Northwest and Oregon Regions of SCCA.  At this point my Camaro had been converted to run in one of the harder to win Improved Touring E classes.  Improved Touring E is a “catch all” class and is usually contested by more SCCA entrants each season than nearly any other class raced in Oregon Region SCCA.  I raced in 13 different races that year and managed to take home the Oregon Region SCCA ITE class Championship after gathering two wins, four 2nd place finishes, and four more 3rd place finishes (a total of  10 podiums out of 13 races) for a total of 189.5 class points… 5.5 points ahead of the 2nd place finisher.

2001 was a short season for our team as I ordered a new race engine from Texas which failed the test early on.  We had to regroup and build a second engine and the lost time resulted in a short season of only seven races that year including one eight hour endurance race that October.  I still managed to gather two wins, a 2nd place finish, and two 3rd place finishes that season (5 podiums in 7 races).

2002 was a come back year as I did battle once again in everything from SCCA Solo II and Solo I events to ICSCC and SCCA road races.  I attended 13 races again that season, included another 8 hour endurance race and the Pacific Coast Road Racing Championships at Thunderhill Park in California where I took home the Championship trophy.  Out of these 13 races I gathered eight wins and one extra 3rd place finish for a total of 9 podiums in 13 outings.

2003 was a shorter eleven race season for us as I expanded my horizons father south into the San Francisco Region of SCCA by running a couple races at Laguna Seca and Infinion (Sears Point) Raceways.  By now my favorite tracks were Pacific Raceway in Seattle, WA, Portland International Raceway in Portland, OR, and Laguna Seca and Infinion (Sear Point) Raceways in California.  Although I did not collect any championships this year I still managed to chalk up some impressive numbers with six wins, three 2nd place finishes, and a 3rd at Infinion during my first ever outing there (10 podiums in 11 races). 

In 2004 I decided to take most of the season off and rework the Camaro with some improved horse power in order to take another run at the 2005 ITE championship back in the Oregon Region SCCA arena.  The ITE class runners were getting harder and harder to beat each and every season.  In order to accomplish this long range goal, and still stay in the hunt, I decided to try my hand at five Spec Miata class races during 2004 while rebuilding the Camaro on the side.  Racing these five SCCA Spec Miata races, using a rented car, I managed to sharpen my skills while placing 2nd in one race and 3rd in two races.

2005 proved to be a real roller coaster season for my new team mates, Ramona Kauhi and Jameson Kauhi, and myself, once we had reorganized all the race assets under NTI Racing (a division of NekTonic, Inc.).  NTI Racing was a new joint venture organized by Ramona and me.  I mentored Ramona, as my co-driver, during the 2005 and 2006 seasons, while working with Jameson to plan and develop at least one more race car.  Ramona showed some real signs of becoming a future winner.  Jameson was next in line for a future season as well, we hoped.

The 1995 ITE Camaro had been upgraded to tackle everything from Mustangs, Nissans, BMWs and Corvettes to 911s and 944 turbo Porsches.  During the 2005 season I managed to capture the ITE class Championship, as planned in 2004.  In 2005 I collected four 1st place finishes, three 2nd place finishes, and one 3rd place finish (a total of  8 podiums) while racking up 192 points in twelve races.  

I ran a couple short seasons during 2006 and 2007, while running a few races in California for good measure.  Before postponing my racing career, after a 10 year stint, I had managed to take 8 more podium finishes during those two seasons.  I had also started volunteering a lot more time to assist as a driving instructor at various “performance driving schools” in the Portland, OR area before moving north to Birch Bay recently.  Various racing clubs put on the different schools during the summer months to develop new driver skills and help people who simply enjoy learning what car control and driving are really all about.

Now, at 57 years of age, I still enjoy occasional track days and performance driving.  I feel I have what it takes to rise to future challenges and adventures in my life while making future plans with my awesome wife, Lois, and the rest of the ex-NTI Racing teammates (Ramona, Jamison, and the “crew”) down the road.
