
Canada vs the USA - Independence from the UK 
 

Term Universally 

accepted legal 

status? 

Updated definition 

Nation No A cultural group defined by shared identity (language, 

ethnicity, history, religion). Not a legal entity; may or may 

not possess territory or political institutions. 

Country/State Yes Defined by the Montevideo Convention (1933): A defined 

territory with a permanent population (citizenry), 

government, and external capacity for foreign relations. 
In UN practice, “country” and “state” are synonymous. 

Sovereignty Yes Supreme authority over a territory and population. Includes 

internal sovereignty (domestic control) and external 

sovereignty (independence in foreign relations). 

Dominion Historical A self-governing polity within the British Empire that 

possessed internal autonomy but lacked full external 

sovereignty until the Statute of Westminster (1931). Not 

used in modern international law. 

Colony Historical A territory politically controlled by another country/state. 

Lacks sovereignty and foreign-policy independence. 

Kingdom No A country/state governed by a monarch. “Kingdom” 

describes the form of government, not sovereignty status. 

Empire No A country/state that controls multiple territories or 

peoples, often through conquest or colonization. Not a 

modern legal category. 

Province Domestic A sub-national unit with constitutionally protected powers 

(e.g., Canada’s provinces). Not sovereign; cannot conduct 

foreign relations independently. 

Territory Domestic A sub-national unit whose powers are delegated by federal 

law rather than constitutionally entrenched. Not sovereign; 

foreign affairs handled federally. 
 

Here are clear, concise, legally grounded definitions of United Kingdom, Great Britain, 

United States, and Canada, written to be as specific and universally recognizable as possible. 

United Kingdom (UK) 

As of 2026 the United Kingdom is a sovereign country/state composed of four constituent 

countries: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. 

 Official name: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

 It is a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary system. 

 The UK is a sovereign entity recognized internationally by UN members and the global 

community. 

  



Great Britain 

Great Britain is not a sovereign country/state. It is the geographical island containing: 

 England 

 Scotland 

 Wales 

It excludes Northern Ireland and all smaller surrounding islands. In political usage, “Great 

Britain” often refers to the three mainland UK countries, but it is not a legal state. 

United States (USA) 

The United States is a sovereign federal country/state composed of 50 states, the District of 

Columbia, and several territories (e.g., Puerto Rico, Guam). 

 Official name: United States of America 

 It is a constitutional federal republic (not a true democracy). 

 The federal government holds external sovereignty (foreign relations powers); 

constitutionally individual U.S. states/territories do not, even though they may influence 

other nations economically and/or socially. 

 The USA is recognized internationally by UN members and the global community. 

Canada 

Canada is a sovereign federal country/state composed of 10 provinces and 3 territories. 

 Official name: Canada 

 It is a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary system. 

 Full constitutional independence was achieved in 1982 with the Constitution Act, 1982. 

 Canada is fully sovereign and internationally recognized as an independent country/state 

by UN members and the global community; just like the UK and the USA. 

Ultra-concise summary 

 United Kingdom → A sovereign country/state made of England, Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland. 

 Great Britain → The island containing England, Scotland, Wales (not a sovereign state). 

 United States → A sovereign federal country/state of 50 states and territories. 

 Canada → A sovereign federal country/state of 10 provinces and 3 territories. 

Historians often refer to three key dates or milestones in Canada's history; the British North 

America Act (now the Constitution Act, 1 July 1867) which is the date celebrated by Canadians 

as Canada Day (July 1), Statute of Westminster (1931), and the Constitution Act (1982). 

But which, if any, of these milestones marks the point in history where Canada became a 

sovereign federal country/state of 10 provinces and 3 territories? 



None of the three milestones — 1867, 1931, or 1982 — mark the moment when Canada became 

a sovereign federal country/state of 10 provinces and 3 territories. Canada reached full 

sovereignty only in 1982, but it did not yet have 10 provinces and 3 territories at that time. The 

territorial and provincial structure developed separately over 129 years. 

Below is the precise breakdown showing how Canada evolved into an independent nation. 

What each milestone actually accomplished 

Constitution Act, 1867 

 Created the "Dominion" of Canada. 

 Canada began with 4 provinces: Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

 Canada was not sovereign; the UK retained constitutional and foreign-affairs authority. 

 Canada Day on July 1 each year commemorates this point in Canada's history. 

Statute of Westminster, 1931 

 Granted Canada near-complete external sovereignty (foreign affairs, international law). 

 UK still retained the power to amend Canada’s constitution. 

 Canada had 9 provinces at the time (Newfoundland joined later in 1949); UK retained 

remaining territories. 

 Territories existed but were not constitutionally entrenched as part of Canada. 

Constitution Act, 1982 

 Completed Canada’s sovereignty (“patriation”). 

 UK Parliament lost nearly all authority over Canada and Canada holds authority over its 

armed forces. 

 Constitutionally the command-in-chief is vested in the Canadian sovereign (the King 

of Canada) and is exercised in practice by the Governor General, while day-to-day 

management and direction are the responsibility of Canadian ministers and the Chief of 

the Defense Staff. 

 Canada became fully sovereign constitutionally and internationally. 

 Canada had 10 provinces (Newfoundland had joined in 1949). 

 Canada had 2 territories (Nunavut did not yet exist). 

So when did Canada become a sovereign federal country/state of 10 provinces and 3 

territories? 

 Canada became fully sovereign in 1982. 

 Canada reached 10 provinces in 1949 (Newfoundland joins). 

 Canada reached 3 territories in 1999 (Nunavut created). 

Therefore: Canada became a fully sovereign country/state in 1982, but Canada became a 

sovereign country/state with 10 provinces and 3 territories only after 1999, when Nunavut was 

created. 

There is no single milestone that accomplishes both sovereignty and the final territorial 

configuration. 



Ultra-concise summary 

 1867 → Canada becomes a self-governing Dominion (not sovereign). 

 1931 → Canada gains external sovereignty (still not fully sovereign). 

 1982 → Canada becomes fully sovereign (but has only 10 provinces and 2 territories). 

 1999 → Nunavut created → Canada now has 10 provinces + 3 territories. 

United States – Contrasting History 

As opposed to Canada's history, there were also some key milestones the "patriots" and their 

"posterity" accomplished from the time of the thirteen colonies until current time, 250 years 

later (2026), when all 50 states and the US territories became what is now known as "the land of 

the free and home of the brave". 

From 1776 to 1959 the United States moved from thirteen (at first oppressed and later rebellious) 

colonies to a continent-spanning federal country through a mix of revolution, diplomacy, 

constitutional creation, territorial purchases, wars, and congressional admissions; the key 

milestones are listed below with dates and short legal significance. 

Key milestones (concise, chronological) 

1. Declaration of Independence — 4 July 1776 

…We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General 

Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 

our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 

solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 

Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the 

British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great 

Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, 

they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish 

Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right 

do. — And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 

divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our 

sacred Honour. 

What: Thirteen colonies as States of America declared their Confederation and political 

separation from Britain; ideological foundation for separate and immediate nationhood; 

founded 4 July 1776. 

Why it matters: Started the Revolutionary War due to Britain's response. Also marked 

the colonies’ claim to be an independently governed Confederation of states.  

2. Treaty of Paris (Peace) — 3 September 1783 

What: Britain formally recognized U.S. independence with set geographic boundaries. 

Why it matters: International recognition that converted revolutionary claims into a 

country/state in international law.  



3. Articles → U.S. Constitution (draft 1787; ratification threshold reached 21 June 1788; 

effective 1789) 

What: The Constitution replaced the weak Confederation with a federal government 

and a durable admission/creation framework for any future states. 

Why it matters: Created the legal structure for admitting new states and for federal 

sovereignty with defined powers and foundational law.  

4. Northwest Ordinance — 13 July 1787 

What: Established the federal procedure for turning organized territories into equal states 

(e.g., Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin). 

Why it matters: Set the template for orderly westward expansion and statehood.  

5. Louisiana Purchase — 1803 

What: U.S. bought vast territory from France, nearly doubling its area. 

Why it matters: Opened the continental interior to settlement and eventual state 

creation.  

6. War of 1812 — 1812–1815 

What: Military contest with Britain that ended with the Treaty of Ghent. 

Why it matters: Cemented U.S. independence in practice and discouraged future British 

re-conquest; fostered national identity.  

7. Adams–Onís Treaty — 1819 

What: Florida became part of the United States through the Adams–Onís Treaty (signed 

1819) with formal transfer and U.S. occupation in 1821; it was admitted as the 27th state 

on March 3, 1845. 

8. Mid-19th century territorial additions and treaties 

Examples: Annexation of Texas (1845); Oregon Treaty with Britain (1846); Mexican 

Cession after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848). 

Why it matters: These transfers created the legal basis for many future states. 

The Oregon Treaty (15 June 1846) peacefully ended joint Anglo-American occupation 

of the Oregon Country and gave the United States sovereignty over the territory south 

of the 49th parallel (with specific exceptions such as Vancouver Island), thereby placing 

the core of the modern U.S. Pacific Northwest under U.S. control. 

  



9. US Civil War — 1860–1865 

The Civil War began after Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860 and the Confederate 

attack on Fort Sumter in April 1861, and it effectively ended with General Robert E. 

Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, followed by the 

collapse of remaining Confederate forces and the passage of the 13th Amendment 

abolishing slavery.  

Southern states and pro-secession leaders—largely from the Southern Democratic 

political tradition and other pro-slavery elites—seceded and formed the Confederate 

States of America; their secession, not a formal party insurgency, triggered the war. 

The 1860 election made Abraham Lincoln the first Republican president, a party that 

opposed the expansion of slavery into the territories. Many Southern leaders viewed 

Lincoln’s victory as a direct threat to slavery and political power in the South. In 

response, secessionist leaders in Southern states moved to leave the Union and create a 

separate government, the Confederacy. 

Today's Democrat party has been following a similar playbook in response to President 

Trump's elections, beginning in 2016, while the DNC is becoming more socialist (and 

even communistic) in nature by allowing infiltration into its ranks by so called 

democratic socialist (DSA) members and other radical factions such as BLM, ANTIFA 

and pro-Hamas supporters. 

When the Civil War began, in April 1861, 23 states remained in the Union (19 free states 

and 4 slaveholding border states); 11 Southern states seceded to form their Confederacy. 

 
  



US Civil War Key events and concise timeline 
 

Date Event Why it mattered 

Nov 6, 1860 Abraham Lincoln elected 

president 

Sparked immediate secession by Southern states 

fearing limits on slavery. 

Dec 20, 

1860 – Feb 

1861 

Southern states secede; 

Confederate States formed 

11 of 44 states eventually left the Union and 

formed the Confederacy under Jefferson Davis. 

Apr 12–13, 

1861 

Confederates fire on Fort 

Sumter 

Opening battle; Lincoln calls for troops and the 

war begins in earnest. 

Jul 21, 1861 First Battle of Bull Run 

(Manassas) 

First major land battle; showed the war would 

be long and bloody. 

Sep 17, 

1862 

Battle of Antietam Bloodiest single day; gave Lincoln the political 

opening to issue the Emancipation 

Proclamation. 

Jan 1, 1863 Emancipation Proclamation 

issued 

Declared freedom for enslaved people in 

rebelling states; reframed the war as a fight 

against slavery. 

Jul 1–3, 

1863 

Battle of Gettysburg Turning point in the East; Confederate invasion 

repelled. 

Nov 1863 Gettysburg Address 
(a must read speech) 

Lincoln’s concise statement of Union purpose 

and national renewal. 

1864 Grant’s Overland Campaign; 

Sherman’s March to the Sea 

Strategy of total war and attrition weakened 

Confederate capacity and morale. 

Apr 9, 1865 Lee surrenders at Appomattox 

Court House 

Effective military end of the Confederacy; other 

surrenders followed. 

Dec 1865 13th Amendment ratified Constitutionally abolished slavery throughout 

the United States. 

Brief context and closing notes 

 Root causes: disputes over slavery’s expansion, states’ rights, and political power in a 

rapidly expanding nation led to sectional breakdown.  

 Human cost: more than 600,000 soldiers died and millions were affected by 

displacement and economic devastation.  

 Aftermath: Reconstruction followed the war, attempting (with mixed success and 

much resistance) to integrate formerly enslaved people into civic life and rebuild the 

Southern economy and governance. 

10. Alaska Purchase — 1867 

What: U.S. bought Alaska from Russia; later organized as a territory and admitted as a 

state in 1959. 

Why it matters: Strategic location and resource expansion.  

11. Spanish–American War and Treaty of Paris — 1898 

What: U.S. acquired Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines (and influence over Cuba). 

https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/abraham-lincoln-the-gettysburg-address-1863


Why it matters: Marked U.S. emergence as an overseas power and created modern 

territorial categories.  

Note: The United States acquired sovereignty over the Philippine Islands from Spain by 

the Treaty of Paris (signed 10 December 1898) and exercised colonial rule thereafter; 

the Philippines became an independent republic recognized by the U.S. on 4 July 1946 

(treaty entered into force 22 October 1946). 

12. Final state admissions — Alaska (3 Jan 1959) and Hawaii (21 Aug 1959) 

What: These admissions completed the roster of 50 states. 

Why it matters: Constitutional admission process under Article IV produced the present 

union.  

13. Territories today 

What: U.S. territories (Puerto Rico, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, 

Northern Mariana Islands) remain under congressional plenary power (Territorial Clause) 

with differing local arrangements and degrees of self-government.  

Short synthesis 

The American patriots (the Founding Fathers) created a sovereign republic by revolution and 

treaty with Britain (1776–1783), built a constitutional federal system (1787–1789) that enabled 

orderly territorial expansion (Northwest Ordinance, purchases, treaties), completed the 50-state 

union by 1959 while retaining several non-state territories under congressional authority, 

established treaties with many other nations (including native/indian tribes) such as NATO, 

helped establish the UN and became the recognized economic and social leader of the free world. 

Some extra credit US history 

The First Continental Congress met on 5 September 1774; the First United States Congress 

(under the U.S. Constitution) convened on 4 March 1789 (with a quorum reached in April 1789).  

Dates and immediate facts 

 First Continental Congress: Convened 5 September 1774 in Philadelphia (Carpenter’s 

Hall) and adjourned 26 October 1774; delegates from twelve of the thirteen colonies 

attended to coordinate a response to the Coercive/Intolerable Acts.  

 First United States Congress (under the Constitution): Official opening date 4 March 

1789; because many members had not yet arrived the House did not achieve a quorum 

until 1 April 1789, after which it began full business (including counting Electoral 

College votes and confirming George Washington as President). The First Congress sat 

from 4 March 1789 to 3 March 1791.  



Why the two bodies are different 

 The Continental Congresses (First and then Second) were colonial/revolutionary 

assemblies created by the colonies to coordinate resistance to British policy and, later, to 

conduct the war and govern the emerging union of states. The First Continental Congress 

was a pre-war coordinating body, not a permanent federal legislature.  

 The First United States Congress was the first federal legislature established under 

the U.S. Constitution (1787); it replaced the Congress of the Confederation and began 

the permanent constitutional government (legislative, executive, judicial) of the United 

States. Its convening marks the start of the federal government operating under the 

Constitution.  

Quick timeline context 

 5 Sep 1774: First Continental Congress meets (response to Intolerable Acts).  

 1775–1781: Second Continental Congress governs through the Revolutionary War and 

adopts the Articles of Confederation.  

 1787: Constitutional Convention drafts the U.S. Constitution.  

 4 Mar 1789: First U.S. Congress convenes under the Constitution (quorum in April 

1789).  

The following is a concise table of the 27 U.S. Constitutional amendments with their ratification 

dates and a single-line statement of each amendment’s key or primary legal effect… 

Amendment Ratified Key element / effect 

I* Dec 15, 1791 Protects freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and 

petition. 

II* Dec 15, 1791 Protects the right to keep and bear arms. 

III* Dec 15, 1791 Prohibits peacetime quartering of soldiers in private homes. 

IV* Dec 15, 1791 Guards against unreasonable searches and seizures; 

warrant/probable cause rules. 

V* Dec 15, 1791 Guarantees due process, grand jury, double jeopardy 

protection, and just compensation. 

VI* Dec 15, 1791 Secures speedy, public trial, impartial jury, confrontation, 

and counsel in criminal cases. 

VII* Dec 15, 1791 Preserves jury trial rights in certain federal civil cases. 

VIII* Dec 15, 1791 Prohibits excessive bail/fines and cruel and unusual 

punishment. 

IX* Dec 15, 1791 Affirms that enumerated rights do not deny other retained 

rights of the people. 

X* Dec 15, 1791 Reserves powers not delegated to the federal government to 

the states or the people. 

XI Feb 7, 1795 Limits federal-court jurisdiction over suits against states by 

non-residents. 

XII June 15, 1804 Revises Electoral College procedure for electing President 

and Vice-President. 

XIII Dec 6, 1865 Abolishes slavery and involuntary servitude (except as 

criminal punishment). 

XIV July 9, 1868 Defines citizenship (until altered by SCOTUS Jun 2026); 

guarantees due process and equal protection against states. 



XV Feb 3, 1870 Prohibits denying the vote based on race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. 

XVI Feb 3, 1913 Authorizes Congress to levy an income tax. 

XVII Apr 8, 1913 Establishes direct popular election of U.S. Senators. 

XVIII Jan 16, 1919 Instituted national Prohibition on manufacture/sale of 

intoxicating liquors. 

XIX Aug 18, 1920 Prohibits denying the vote based on sex (women’s suffrage). 

XX Jan 23, 1933 Moves presidential/congressional term start dates; clarifies 

succession timing. 

XXI Dec 5, 1933 Repeals the Eighteenth Amendment (ends Prohibition). 

XXII Feb 27, 1951 Limits the President to two elected terms. 

XXIII Mar 29, 1961 Grants District of Columbia electors in presidential elections. 

XXIV Jan 23, 1964 Prohibits poll taxes in federal elections. 

XXV Feb 10, 1967 Establishes presidential succession and procedures for 

presidential disability. 

XXVI July 1, 1971 Lowers the voting age to 18 for federal and state elections. 

XXVII May 7, 1992 Restricts congressional pay changes from taking effect until 

after the next election. 

*The Bill of Rights = Amendments I–X. 

Summary - Independence Pathways 

American patriots and their posterity (1775–1783) 

 Sought immediate, total separation from Britain. 

 Achieved independence through armed revolution. 

 Confirmed sovereignty through the War of 1812, proving the U.S. could defend its 

independence. 

 Result: A constitutional republic, rejecting monarchy entirely. 

Canadian loyalists and later Canadians (1867–1982) 

 Loyalists did not seek independence; they opposed the American Revolution. 

 Canada’s political culture evolved toward gradual autonomy, not rebellion. 

 Independence came slowly through constitutional development, not war: 

o 1867 – Self-governing Dominion 

o 1931 – Near-complete external sovereignty 

o 1982 – Full constitutional independence 

 Result: A constitutional monarchy, retaining the Crown as a Canadian institution. 

So did Canada “accomplish what the U.S. patriots accomplished”? 

Canada achieved full sovereignty, yes — but not via the same political project. The U.S. 

patriots sought immediate republican independence via revolution. Canada sought autonomy 

within the monarchy via evolution. As two of the several NATO allies one has prospered much 

more than the other having taken the more direct path to sovereignty and capitalistic economic 

development. 



Below is a compact, sourced comparison table of Canada vs the United States metrics 

(population, GDP, military, land area, cities >100k) plus three additional commonly used 

indicators (GDP per capita, Human Development Index, population density). 

Canada vs United States — key comparisons 
Attribute Canada United States 

Population (est.) 41.3 million (Jul 1, 2024). ~340.1 million (2024 

estimate). 

Annual nominal GDP 
(current US$) 

~$2.24 trillion (2024). ~$28.75 trillion (2024). 

Military (approx.) — 

active personnel / annual 

defense spending 

~63,000 regular; defense budget ≈ 

$26–29 billion (CAD/US$ 

conversions vary by source). 

Relies on NATO for defense. 

~1.3 million active; defense 

budget ≈ $820–842 billion 

(FY2023–24 figures). 

Fully able to defend all of 

North America. 

Land area (total) ~9.98 million km² (2nd largest 

country). 

~9.83 million km² (3rd–4th 

largest by some measures). 

Number of cities with 

population >100,000 

~30–40 municipalities (Census 

subdivisions / CMAs; Canada has 

41 CMAs overall). 

336 incorporated places with 

≥100,000 (U.S. Census July 1, 

2023 estimates). 

GDP per capita (nominal) ~$54,300 (2024, current US$). ~$84,500 (2024, current US$). 

Human Development 

Index (HDI, 2023) 

0.939 (Very high human 

development). 

0.938 (Very high human 

development). 

Population density 
(people / km²) 

~4.5 people / km² (very low 

overall; highly concentrated near 

US border). 

~36 people / km² (varies 

widely regionally). 

Quick notes and interpretation 

 Scale and population: the U.S. is roughly 8 times larger by population and an order of 

magnitude larger by GDP; Canada is similar in land area but far less densely populated.  

 Economy: nominal GDP figures are current-dollar estimates and fluctuate with exchange 

rates; the U.S. economy is by far the larger in absolute terms while Canada’s GDP per 

capita (thanks to close ties with the USA) remains high by global standards.  

 Military: the U.S. maintains the world’s largest military and budget and far greater active 

forces; Canada’s armed forces are much smaller and focused on northern continental 

defense, NATO contributions, and domestic tasks.  

 Urbanization: the U.S. has many more large incorporated places; Canada’s urban 

population is concentrated in a smaller number of CMAs.  

 Currency and year: GDP and defense budgets are reported in current dollars for 

different fiscal years — compare like-for-like years and note exchange-rate effects. 

 Definitions: “city” counts depend on municipal boundaries vs metropolitan areas 

(CMA/metro area); choose the definition that fits your purpose. 

 Density vs habitability: Canada’s low density masks the fact that most Canadians live 

within ~200 km of the U.S. border. 


