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As I write this, a final chapter of the war in Afghanistan is coming
to a close. Special Forces and other soldiers will still be there in 2015,
but not as in the days after September 11, 2001. That war is over. I am
not sure how I feel about Afghanistan anymore. Honestly, I am not
sure I ever will know how I feel about that place.

I am asked if it was worth it all the time. If that question had been
posed before 2008, I would have said yes. We were there to seek ven-
geance on behalf of the nation and to ensure that the country would
never again become a staging ground for terrorists. We had the full
support of the White House and the administration. If we needed
something, all we had to do was ask. If that question was posed after
2008, I would say no. When your government does not let you win a
war in which men sacrifice the greatest gifts they have to offer, their
lives and health, then something is very, very wrong. We watched
the rules of engagement change for political reasons. We watched
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Afghan corruption go unchecked by the State Department. We
watched U.S. troop levels drop against the advice of military com-
manders.

There comes a point in time when you can’t fight the enemy, the
Afghan government, conventional commanders, and your own gov-
ernment. The war in Afghanistan was meant for Special Forces. It
was and still is an unconventional war fought against terrorists and
extremist ideology. At this point, as hard as it is to believe, it will be
up to the Afghans to determine whether we will be successful in the
nation’s longest war.

To the enemies of our nation, I simply regret that I have not removed
more of you from this earth. You love death as much as we love life.
We know this. We Americans have longer memories than you give us
credit for. Consider my words carefully, and be warned. Televisions
may display our internal strife on the international news, but we will
not tolerate your inhumanity or terrorism. You cannot slay the in-
nocent without retaliation or reciprocity. Weak leaders are always
followed by strong ones. Our nation’s reputation stands in the his-
tory books. When these times come, and they will, we will not be
divided, and the tyrant and the butcher will fall from self-proclaimed
grace. Vengeance will come and the justice of a righteous God will
be served. Good will always overcome evil.
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